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New Fee for Transfer of Claims Effective May 1  

At the September 2012 session of the Judicial Conference, members 

approved a new $25.00 fee for filing a Transfer of Claim.  Payment of 

this fee will be assessed from filers beginning May 1, 2013. 

Bankruptcy Court Miscellaneous Fee Schedule. 
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Chapter 13 Initial Confirmation Hearings  
Set and Noticed via  

Notice of 341 Meeting of Creditors 

 
 Information for the initial hearing on confirmation of the Chapter 

13 Plan is now included in the Notice of Chapter 13 Bankruptcy Case, 

Meeting of Creditors, and Deadlines (aka, the 341 Notice).  This 

hearing is set in accordance with 11 U.S.C. § 1324(b) .  

 As this date is prior to the expiration of the claims bar date, the 

Chapter 13 Trustee will state her objection to confirmation at this 

initial hearing and the confirmation will be rescheduled to a date 

after the expiration of the claims bar date.  NOTE:  Attendance of 

the debtor(s) and/or counsel for the debtor(s) at the initial 

confirmation hearing is optional.  Only the Chapter 13 Trustee is 

required to attend.   

 The Clerk’s Office will no longer send a separate Notice of 

Confirmation Hearing for the initial hearing, nor will we send a 

Notice of Cancellation upon the Chapter 13 Trustee’s objection.  All 

creditors and parties in interest will be notified of the date, time, and 

location of the continued confirmation hearing once it is scheduled.   

 We anticipate that this change will result in less confusion for all 

involved, as well as reduced postage and mailing costs with fewer 

notices being sent in each case.  The Clerk’s Office will continue to 

serve the original plan separately to all creditors and parties in 

interest upon its filing.   

http://www.uscourts.gov/FormsAndFees/Fees/BankruptcyCourtMiscellaneousFeeSchedule.aspx
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Automatic Adjustment of Certain Dollar Amounts in the Bankruptcy Code 
and to Official Bankruptcy Forms Effective April 1, 2013     

 
 

 On April 1, 2013, automatic adjustments to the dollar amounts stated in various provisions of the 

Bankruptcy Code and one provision in Title 28 of the United States Code will become effective and will apply 

to cases filed on or after April 1, 2013.   

 The amended dollar amounts will affect, among other matters: 

 the eligibility of a debtor to file under chapters 12 and 13 of the Bankruptcy Code 

 certain maximum values of property that a debtor may claim as exempt 

 the maximum amount of certain claims entitled to priority 

 the calculation of the “means test” for chapter 7 debtors 

 the duration of a chapter 13 plan 

 the definition of a small business debtor 

 the minimum aggregate value of claims needed to commence an involuntary bankruptcy 

 the value of “luxury goods and services” deemed to be non-dischargeable where the trustee may 

commence certain proceedings to recover a money judgment or property 

 Additionally, the following forms will be amended on April 1, 2013, and must be used for all cases filed on 

or after that date: 

 Official Form 1, Voluntary Petition 

 Official Form 6C, Schedule of Property Claimed as Exempt 

 Official Form 6E, Schedule of Creditors Holding Claims Entitled to Priority 

 Official Form 7, Statement of Financial Affairs 

 Official Form 10, Proof of Claim 

 Official Form 22A, Statement of Current Monthly Income and Means Test Calculation (Chapter 7) 

 Official Form 22C, Statement of Current Monthly Income and Calculation of Commitment Period and 

Disposable Income (Chapter 13) 

 Director’s Form 200, Required Lists, Schedules, Statements and Fees 

 Director’s Form 283, Chapter 13 Debtor’s Certifications Regarding Domestic Support Obligations and 

Section 522(q) 

 If you use bankruptcy petition preparation software, please ensure that your software is updated to 

include these changes.   These forms are available on the U.S. Courts website at http://www.uscourts.gov/

FormsAndFees/Forms/BankruptcyForms.aspx.   

Northern District of Florida  
Mortgage Modification Mediation Program Delayed   

 

We have encountered some “constructions delays” in the final stages of developing  this 

program.  We hope to have the road to implementation paved and ready before the end of 

April and will let you know as soon as the process is completed. 

http://www.uscourts.gov/FormsAndFees/Forms/BankruptcyForms.aspx
http://www.uscourts.gov/FormsAndFees/Forms/BankruptcyForms.aspx
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 “There is nothing permanent except change.”1 

“If we don't change, we don't grow.  
If we don't grow, we aren't really living.”2

   

 

 

 

Change - a verb meaning “To make different in some particular; to make radically 

different: transform; to give a different position, course, or direction; to replace with 

another; to make a shift from one to another;” a noun meaning “the act, process, or result of 

changing.”3  A positive synonym for “change” is “transformation,” which is what our Court has 

been experiencing, and will continue to experience in the coming months.  We have 

transformed the way hearings are scheduled and dockets are handled and the number of 

matters that can be handled on negative notice.  We have increased and improved pro bono 

representation will soon be implementing the Chapter 13 mortgage modification mediations 

program. 

Transformation and change take patience, work, cooperation and courage; growing 

almost always includes “growing pains.”  Attorneys, trustees, US Trustees and their staff have 

cooperated and adjusted to our growth with much-appreciated aplomb. Our court personnel 

have, with their usual professionalism and courtesy, demonstrated their willingness and ability 

to help all of us learn and adjust to changes, even in today’s challenging budget climate. Much 

of our success has been due to the outstanding leadership of Bill Blevins.  As we prepare for 

the future, we extend our heartfelt appreciation and best wishes to Bill Blevins and his family.  

On May 3, 2013 Bill will take over as the Clerk of the District Court for the Eastern District 

of Louisiana at New Orleans; a court with twelve active, two senior and five Magistrate 

judges; quite a change from our single-judge district. 

Although our loss of Bill Blevins is New Orleans’ gain, I look forward to the positive 

changes facing our court and am confident that our next Clerk will also be an outstanding 

professional who will continue to be supported by all of the talent we currently have in our 

Clerk’s office.  Thank you to everyone for helping our court thrive during these challenging 

times.  And to Bill Blevins, we can’t wait to hear about your first Mardi Gras party! 
1 "Heraclitus." BrainyQuote.com. Xplore Inc, 2013. 27 March 2013. http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/h/heraclitus.html 

2 Gail Sheehy. (n.d.). BrainyQuote.com. Retrieved March 27, 2013, from BrainyQuote.com  http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/g/
gail_sheehy.html 

3 Mirriam-Webster Dictionary, m-w.com.   

Views & News from the Bench 

By: Karen K. Specie 
United States Bankruptcy Judge 

Northern District of Florida 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/heraclitus165537.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/gailsheehy161346.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/gailsheehy161346.html
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Expanded Use of Negative Noticing  
 

 Effective March 1, the list of motions, notices, and objections which are allowed to be filed on negative 

notice in the Northern District of Florida was expanded to include several additions.  Judge Specie approved 

the creation of this list of items in an effort to utilize your time and the Court’s in the most  effective manner.  

The “Permissive Use of Negative Notice,” list is posted to our website on the Filing Requirements page and 

will be updated as needed to include additional items.  The filing of these documents on negative notice is 

preferred but is not required.   

 Your negative notice legend should direct respondents to file their objections with the Clerk at the 

Tallahassee address of the Clerk’s Office at 110 E. Park Ave., Ste. 100, Tallahassee, FL 32301.  Mail received 

at the Pensacola office is date-stamped and forwarded to Tallahassee for opening and processing.  This could 

delay the response appearing on the docket.   

 Please note that use of a “negative notice” filing event in CM/ECF without substantial compliance with 

the requirements of N.D. Fla. LBR 2002-2 will result in the issuance of a Submission Error Notification and  

your document will not be processed until it is filed correctly.   Please see the  Help Desk Hints section of this 

publication for more information on “substantial compliance.”   

Academies, Conventions, Conferences, Seminars... 

Please visit the websites of The Florida Bar and the 

Business Section of The Florida Bar for information on 

training and conference opportunities available to 

attorneys in Florida.   

 

The Florida Bar 
www.floridabar.org 

 

The Florida Bar Business Section 
www.flabizlaw.org 

Court/Hearing Scheduling Duties 
Transferring to Clerk’s Office   

 

 Effective May 20, 2013, Janet Nah, Courtroom Deputy to 

Judge Specie, will assume the duties of scheduling and 

noticing hearings before Judge Specie. Janet will be working 

closely with Martie Kantor, Judge Specie’s Judicial Assistant, 

over the next several weeks to ensure a smooth transition.  

 Please be mindful that requests to continue, move, or 

cancel a hearing should be filed on the docket and not 

requested by telephone or email.   

Transfer of Claim Process 
Effective May 1, 2013 

 
 

 At the September 2012 session of the 

Judicial Conference, members approved a 

new $25.00 fee to be collected upon the 

filing of a Transfer of Claim beginning May 

1, 2013 (item 20 on the Bankruptcy Court 

Miscellaneous Fee Schedule).   

 The Northern District of Florida will 

perform the actual transfer of the claim 

after quality control review of the transfer 

documents and confirmation of receipt of 

the filing fee.   

 Once this fee is effective, filing a 

Transfer of Claim without payment of the 

filing fee will result in the issuance of the 

Submission Error Notification advising the 

filer of the failure to pay the filing fee.  The 

Clerks’ Office will not process the transfer 

and the filer must refile the document and 

pay the appropriate filing fee. 

http://www.flnb.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/filing_requirements/negative_notice.pdf
http://www.floridabar.org
http://www.flabizlaw.org
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Pro Bono Representation of Debtor(s) 

 If an attorney undertakes a pro bono representa-

tion and is required to appear in Court on a matter 

related to the representation, whenever feasible, 

the Court shall call the matter as early in its calendar 

as possible to minimize the attorney’s waiting time.  

 To help the Clerk’s Office identify pro bono cases 

for scheduling purposes, please file your notice of 

appearance on behalf of the debtor(s) as a “Notice 

of Pro Bono Representation of Debtor(s) 

(Paperless).”   

 For more information on the pro bono initiative 

in the Northern District of Florida, please see the 

article on page 13 of this publication. 

Tips       
&   Tricks 

Notice of Compliance  
re Reaffirmation Agreement 

 
 Upon review of a reaffirmation agreement that is 

timely filed, contains the signatures of the creditor 

representative, debtor(s), and attorney for the debtor

(s), does not indicate undue hardship, and is 

otherwise in compliance with 11 U.S.C. § 524(c), the 

Clerk’s Office is now entering a paperless “Notice of 

Compliance re Reaffirmation Agreement.”  This 

statement is to advise that the reaffirmation appears 

to be appropriately and correctly filed and no action 

will be taken by the Court regarding the agreement. 

 If Part C of the Reaffirmation Agreement indicates 

a presumption of undue hardship and the debtor 

does not provide an explanation of how they plan to 

make the payments, a “Conditional Order Denying 

Reaffirmation Agreement” will be entered giving the 

debtor 21 days to file appropriate documents with 

the Court or the Order Denying will stand without 

further notice or order.   

  Reaffirmation Agreements filed in cases where the 

debtor is pro se or considered to be pro se for the 

purposes of the reaffirmation agreement will 

continue to be set for hearing.   

FLNB Board of Advisors 

Visit the Board of Advisors page of our website 

(under Court Resources) for a list of current 

members or to use the Topic Request Form  to 

submit an idea for consideration by the Board.  

HELP DESK HINTS…  

“Substantial Compliance”  with Negative Notice Requirements  
  

To meet the requirements of N.D. Fla. LBR 2002-2, your negative notice legend must:  

 be prominently displayed on the face of the first page of the paper; 

 conform with the language and form displayed in the example in the Local Rules;  

 provide for a 21-day response period unless specifically noted otherwise in the Permissive Use of 

Negative Notice list; 

 be served to all parties and creditors as required by the  Fed. R. Bankr. P., Local Rules, or any order of 

the Court, as applicable, and must include proof of service in accordance with the provisions of N.D. 

Fla. LBR 7004-1. 

Failure to meet these requirements may result in your pleading not being processed or being set for hearing.   

http://www.flnb.uscourts.gov/court-resources/board-advisors
http://www.flnb.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/board_of_advisors/board_of_advisors.pdf
http://www.flnb.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/board_of_advisors/board_of_advisors.pdf
http://www.flnb.uscourts.gov/court-resources/board-advisors-topic-request
http://www.flnb.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/local_rules/local_rules_12_1_2011a.pdf
http://www.flnb.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/filing_requirements/negative_notice.pdf
http://www.flnb.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/filing_requirements/negative_notice.pdf


Page 6 

THE BANKRUPTCY ADVISOR                                                                                                                                                                 March 2013 

ECF Essentials 

 

Upgrade to CM/ECF Version 5.1  
Scheduled for April 26-28 

 

 Courts nationwide are in the process of upgrading our CM/ECF systems to Version 5.1.  This upgrade 

provides many improved features that we are sure you will find useful, some of which include:  

 Ability to add multiple Social Security Numbers and/or Tax ID Numbers 

 Automatic attorney/party association (vs. current method of having to check the box) 

 Clarification of attorney representation on Notices of Electronic Filing (NEFs) 

 New search options in many of the reports and Query 

 “Critical dates” included on the face of the docket (e.g., 341 Meeting, Claims Bar Date, Objection 

to Discharge, and more) 

 Link to the Claims Register, if claims have been filed, on the face of the docket  

 See page counts on documents before  viewing to anticipate PACER charges 

 Links to PACER and other courts’ CM/ECF systems  

 A change we are making locally will be to reformat the names of many of our filing events so they read 

correctly (e.g., Compel, Motion to will change to Motion to Compel).  This change will be implemented with 

the upgrade to Version 5.1.   

 Because you will see very little change to the actual functionality of CM/ECF, we will not provide training 

in each division as we have in the past, but will instead provide a series of weekly emails beginning April 1.  

Each email will include the details of one or more of the changes included in the upgrade.   

 The CM/ECF system for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Northern District of Florida, will be unavailable 

from midnight (Eastern Time) Friday, April 26 through 6:00 p.m. (Eastern Time) Sunday, April 28, 2013.  A 

process will be in place for emergency filings during this time.  As soon as the system is back online, we 

will email all registered users to advise you of such.   

 Additional information regarding the upgrade and all of the training materials will be posted to our web-

site as they are available.  If you have questions regarding unavailability of the system or features of the 

upgrade, please contact Julie Gibson at  Julie_Gibson@flnb.uscourts.gov.   

 

   Example of Claims Register link and Critical Dates 

 

 

 

mailto:Julie_Gibson@flnb.uscourts.gov
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Free Bankruptcy CLE Now Available Online 
in the Middle District of Florida 

 

 The IT hardware department of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District of Florida has introduced 

a new website that offers Continuing Learning Education (CLE) credits for attorneys who are registered users 

of CM/ECF in the Middle District of Florida. These online, self-paced presentations consist of virtual CLEs 

recorded by members of the IT hardware department.  Presentations are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

week, and cover a wide range of legal topics relevant to bankruptcy attorneys. 

 CLE credit submission to The Florida Bar can be accessed via the Electronic Filing/Submission section of 

the Court's home page as well as the Court's CM/ECF web page with the heading CLE Attorney Credits. The 

website also is available by clicking the following link:   http://pacer.flmb.uscourts.gov/cle. 

 Once a video has been viewed, a link will become available to automatically post the CLE course credits to 

The Florida Bar. The course credit number is also available at the end of each video.  Attorneys, experienced 

or new, are encouraged to view these free CLE videos tailored to the local bankruptcy practice and 

procedures of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District of Florida.     

 NOTE:  This is a program offered by the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District of Florida.  You 

must be a registered user of the CM/ECF system in the Middle District of Florida to participate in this 

training opportunity.   If you have any questions, please contact Richard Arendt at (813) 301-5046. 

Notes for PACER Users 

 Prior to every CM/ECF upgrade, PACER publishes 

Release Notes on their website to provide PACER 

users with a description of changes that may be 

noticed as the courts begin to upgrade.  Please note 

that some changes reflected in the Release Notes are 

optional and may not be adopted by all courts. 

 The Northern District of Florida will upgrade 

directly to Release 5.1 which will include the changes 

in Release 5.0.   To review the Release Notes for 

bankruptcy  CM/ECF, Releases 5.0 and 5.1, please 

visit the PACER CM/ECF Release Notes page of the 

PACER website.   

Uninformed, Confused, and Confounded 
by Article 9?  Update, Cultivate, and 

Clarify Your Knowledge! 

 

 The Florida Bar Continuing Legal Education 

Committee and The Business Law Section will 

present “Uninformed, Confused, and Confounded 

by Article 9?  Update, Cultivate, and Clarify Your 

Knowledge!” (Course No. 1545R) April 26, 2013, in 

Tampa, Florida.   

 Course details and registration information on 

this and other educational opportunities may be 

found on The Florida Bar website under the 

Continuing Legal Education section. 

Case Upload Available for Chapter 11 Cases  

Our menu options for Case Upload have changed and now include the functionality to 

upload Chapter 11 cases.   Upon clicking the “Case Upload…” menu option, you are 

presented with chapter specific links to upload a Chapter 7, Chapter 13, or Chapter 11 

case.  We modified these screens to include only document fields applicable to the 

chapter of the case being filed in order to minimize confusion when attaching files.   

http://www.flmb.uscourts.gov/
http://pacer.flmb.uscourts.gov/cle
http://www.pacer.gov/cmecf/relnotes.html
http://www.floridabar.org/FBWEB/CLEReg.nsf/0/b6e9da696f1e4c8185257ad20052ac11/$FILE/ATT4WHDF.pdf/1545-BL-13.pdf
http://www.floridabar.org/tfb/TFBMember.nsf/ED6E4BCB92A8FE1B852567090069F3C2/EF275B8B68D1C99F85256B2F006CA497?OpenDocument
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The Bankruptcy/Uniform Commercial Code Committee  
of the Business Law Section of the Florida Bar 

By Jay Brown, Chair, Bankruptcy/UCC Committee of the Florida Bar Business Law Section 
 
 

 For those not familiar with the Bankruptcy/UCC Committee of the Business Law Section of the Florida Bar, this 

article is intended to introduce you to this Committee.  For those of you already familiar, this article lets you 

know some of the items the Committee will work on in 2013. 

 The Committee consists of lawyers who practice commercial and consumer law and specialize in bankruptcy, 

creditors' rights, and secured transactions. Committee activities include: 

(1) drafting and analyzing proposed legislation concerning the Uniform Commercial Code, other rights of 

debtors, creditors and other persons in interest under state law (foreclosure, assignment of rents, etc.), 

exemptions, assignment for the benefit of creditors, and other related legislation; 

(2) sponsoring various seminars, including the annual View From the Bench in Tampa and Miami, at which 

Bankruptcy Judges share their respective views concerning bankruptcy law and procedure;  

(3) studying substantive and procedural laws that impact commercial and bankruptcy law; and 

(4) working on and supporting of pro bono, diversity and law student/mentoring initiatives of the Business 

Law Section and Florida Bar. 

 The Committee meets three times a year: at the Florida Bar's annual meeting (June 25-29, 2013 at the Boca 

Raton Resort & Club), at the Business Law Section's retreat in Naples over Labor Day weekend, and at a mid-year 

meeting (usually in December or January).   There are also various subcommittees that meet in person or by 

phone conference over the course of the year as well.  The statewide Bankruptcy Judicial Liaison Committee 

meets with a dinner to follow the day prior to each of the Bankruptcy/UCC Committee meetings. 

 In 2013, the Committee expects to analyze and give input on a number of pending and anticipated legislative 

measures, including: 

(1) Amendments to Florida's Limited Liability Company Statute; 

(2) Amendments to Florida's Uniform Fraudulent Transfer Act (Fla. Stat. Ch. 726) to add charitable 

organization protections; 

(3) Amendment of Fla. Stat. § 55.10 to include final orders of state agencies; and  

(4) Efforts to enact non-judicial foreclosure. 

 On April 26, 2013, the Committee will sponsor a refresher course on Article 9 of the Uniform Commercial 

Code in Tampa.  We are also working on a statewide call-in CLE on Bankruptcy and Intellectual Property issues. 

 The Committee is also working on a project on receivers and receiverships with the Florida Bar's Real Property 

Probate and Trust Law Section. 

 This is just a sample of the work the Bankruptcy/UCC Committee does each year.  For more information or for 

details on future Committee events, see www.flabizlaw.org or contact me at jacob.brown@akerman.com.   

 We welcome your involvement on the Committee and hope to see you at our meetings in 2013. 

mailto:jacob.brown@akerman.com
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 With sadness about leaving, but true excitement in looking towards a new 

phase in my career, I need to relay that I have accepted the position of District Clerk 

for the Eastern District of Louisiana in New Orleans.  While my first official day as Clerk of 

Louisiana Eastern will be Monday, May 6, I will be back for a week later in the month to tie up 

any loose ends before the Memorial Day holiday rolls around. 

 My years since joining the Court on October 29, 2001 have been truly exciting, definitely challenging, 

and tremendously enjoyable.  Surrounded by and collaborating with a talented and energetic staff, we have 

accomplished some major projects during the past 11 ½ years such as: 

 ECF Conversion (2003):  I know you remember the thousands of pieces of paper filed with and by the 

Court.    

 Tallahassee Courthouse Renovation (2004):  After being vacant for several years, renovations were 

finally completed and we moved into the beautiful historic Tallahassee courthouse in August of 2004.  

The renovation project received the 2005 Tallahassee/Leon County Historic Preservation Award.  

 BAPCPA (2005):  The major changes to the Bankruptcy Code and Rules changed the rules for bankruptcy 

and the way cases are processed.  Together, we studied, analyzed, and incorporated the changes and the 

protections offered to businesses and consumers. 

 Arnow Courthouse Renovation (Pensacola 2010):  Moving into the Arnow Courthouse allowed us to 

move out of leased space into a beautiful historic courthouse with greatly enhanced security and better 

designed space and chambers for the Bankruptcy Court. 

 Retirement of Judge Killian/Investiture of Judge Specie (2012):  After nearly 26 years with one judge, 

Judge Killian’s retirement and Judge Specie’s appointment was a major transition for our court.   

 My tenure as Clerk of the Northern District of Florida has been an incredible one.  It has been my honor and 

pleasure to get to know and work with you, the Florida Northern attorneys and staff, to be in the trenches with 

you as we implemented new programs, and to incorporate your suggestions and ideas when possible to make 

our Court better.   

 

By Bill Blevins, Clerk 

2013 ABJA Conference to be held in Atlanta 
By Martie Kantor 

 The Association of Bankruptcy Judicial Assistants (ABJA) (www.abja.org) is gearing up for its next annual 

conference and Certified Bankruptcy Assistant (CBA) training which will be held October 29 – November 1, 2013 

in Atlanta, Georgia at the Hilton Atlanta hotel (http://www.hiltonatlantadowntown.com).  This year’s conference 

will  coincide with the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges.     

 If you have any questions regarding our conference, please contact Martie Kantor at (850) 521-5031 or 

martie_kantor@flnb.uscourts.gov.  

 The Clerk's Office invites you to a farewell reception/roast for Bill Blevins, Friday, April 19 at 4:00 

p.m. in the lobby of the U.S. Bankruptcy Courthouse in Tallahassee.  We hope you can join us in 

wishing Bill and his family the very best as they prepare for their new adventures in New Orleans.  

http://www.abja.org
http://www.hiltonatlantadowntown.com
mailto:martie_kantor@flnb.uscourts.gov
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Northern District of Florida Bankruptcy Pro Bono Initiative 

By Brian Rich, President 
 

 Rule 4-6.1 of the Rules Regulating the Florida Bar sets forth pro bono service guidelines for attorneys 

admitted to practice in the State of Florida. The goal of the Northern District of Florida Bankruptcy Bar 

Association (“NFBBA”) is to facilitate individual efforts to meet these guidelines. All Florida lawyers are 

encouraged to participate by providing pro bono opportunities to those who have a legitimate need.  

 In an effort to further the NFBBA’s goal, the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of 

Florida (the “Court”) has worked with the NFBBA to create the “Northern District of Florida Bankruptcy Pro 

Bono Initiative”. This Initiative seeks to encourage members of the NFBBA to provide pro bono services for 

individuals that may have been identified by the Court or the NFBBA as being in need of pro bono 

representation.   The Initiative will work as follows:  

1. Attorneys who are interested in providing pro bono services may submit their name to the NFBBA.  

2. Members of the Board of the NFBBA have been designated within the Northern District of Florida to 

act as divisional contacts as follows:  

Tallahassee Division: Michael Moody at 850-521-6736  

Panama City Division: Holly Melzer at 850-785-7454  

Pensacola Division: Robert Powell at 850- 208-7078  

Gainesville Division: Jeff Childers at 352-335-0400 

3. When a party in need of pro bono representation is identified by the Court, the NFBBA or another 

entity or outlet, the Board member for the relevant division where the case is pending will be 

contacted and will attempt to match the prospective client with an attorney.  

4. If the attorney undertakes the representation and is required to appear in Court on a matter related 

to the representation, whenever possible, the Court shall call the matter as early in its calendar as 

possible to minimize the attorney’s waiting time.  

5. The NFBBA shall provide assistance during this process as needed.  

 This Initiative can only be successful if members of the NFBBA are active participants in the program. 

Notice of the Initiative will be placed on the NFBBA Website, the Court’s website and will be provided to 

other appropriate outlets. Additionally, a sign-up sheet and notice of the Initiative will be made available at 

each Courtroom. Attorneys who participate in the program will be recognized in these outlets and at the 

NFBBA’s annual retreat.  

 The Board of the NFBBA encourages all members to participate in this well-meaning and rewarding 

Initiative. If you have any questions, please contact Brian G. Rich at 850-521-6725. 

Bankruptcy Bar Association News 
www.ndflbankruptcybarassociation.com 

http://www.ndflbankruptcybarassociation.com
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The monthly filing and closing statistics for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Florida are posted to the Court 
Resources page of our website at www.flnb.uscourts.gov.  Statistical information will be available by the 15th of each month.  

 
 

 Cases in the Northern District of Florida are randomly assigned to Case Administrators throughout the 
district shortly after filing.   The name of the Case Administrator to whom a particular case is  assigned is 
located at the top of the docket report in CM/ECF.   

 

The Clerk’s Office phones are answered from 9:00 a.m.  until 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday,  

except federal holidays.  Please feel free to call or email the Case Administrators 

with your procedural questions.  The Clerk’s Office is not permitted to answer legal questions nor 

can they provide guidance as to the content or types of documents that may be required. 
 

CMECF_HelpDesk@flnb.uscourts.gov 

Please visit us on the web at www.flnb.uscourts.gov 

 FLNB Resources Rev.  03/2013 

Ann Kennington 
(850) 470-3060 

 
Carolyn Romine 
(850) 470-3062 

 
Claire Bikowitz 
(850) 521-5016 

Latonia Isom 
(850) 521-5012 

 
Lisa Davis 

(850) 521-5010 
 

Monica Broussard 
(850) 470-3061 

 

Ne’Shoni Love 
CM/ECF Login & Password 

(850) 521-5011 
(866) 639-4615 

 
Debra Cook - Help Desk 

(850) 521-5001  
(888) 765-1752 

Melanie Lawrence 
(407) 237-8021 

*for cases assigned to  
Judge Jennemann (FLMB) only 

 
Janet Nah 

Courtroom Deputy 
(850) 521-5009 

 

http://www.flnb.uscourts.gov/court-filing-statistics
http://www.flnb.uscourts.gov
mailto:CMECF_HelpDesk@flnb.uscourts.gov
http://www.flnb.uscourts.gov

