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UPGRADE TO CM/ECF SYSTEM SCHEDULED

The U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Florida will b

upgrading to version 3.3 of the CM/ECF system during the weeken
March 1415, 2009. The electronic filing system will be unavailable
ginning approximately 7:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 14 and should
fully restored by 11:00 p.m. Sunday, March 15.

The majority of the changes in the new version affect only trustees
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pertain to statistical reporting under new rules enacted to fulfill requijre-

ments of the Bankruptcy Reform Act of 2005. There are also some
and enhanced features designed to assist all electronic filers. Some
the changes include:

e Joint Debtor Disposition

Currently, CM/ECF tracks only one set of data items for the dischar

dismissal and disposition of a bankruptcy case. Under the new verTon,

these items will be recorded for each debtor in a joint case. This wi
allow the disposition of each debtor in a joint debtor case to be visil
%nl\%ocket reports and elsewhere in the system.

e Collection of Additional Data Elements at Case Opening

Additional data will be collected during the case opening process w.
will enable the Executive Office of the U.S. Trustee to extract inforn
tion required to be reported to Congress under BAPCPA. Users filin
new case in CM/ECF will notice a new screen in which data is to be

new
of

g€,

1
le

nich
a_

ga
input

from certain schedules and from the means test form. If the informdtion

is not available at the time of filing, the attorney may submit this infc
mation using a new event located at: Bankruptcy > Other Misc. Do
ments > Update EOUST Stats.
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Attorneys using petition software should find the process no more bur-

densome than the current case opening process. The information r¢
quired for the new data fields is copied into CM/ECF automatically.
should contact your bankruptcy software vendor to insure your soft
ware is compatible with version 3.3 of CM/ECF.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2)
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

UPGRADE TO CM/ECF SCHEDULED
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mandated variations of the report. New teatly (paperless) docket en
tries have been created to specify those cases which were dismisset or AVAILABILITY
converted or cases in which minimal funds were collected but returngd

to the debtor because the expense of administering the estate would
ceed the amount received. Under the new version of CM/ECF, dock a‘irh_e CM/ECF _SyStem
entries for the Report of No Distribution will include a statement of fupdWill b€ unavailable

collected, if any. March 1415 for
maintenance and

e Queries and Reports
upgrades.

Case queries and some case reports will now have an option to seafch or
run reports for open cases, closed cases, or both.

e Notice of Electronic Filing

Under the current version, only the name and email address is shown in the list of recipients receiving
notice electronically, as well as the names of those not notified electronically. Under the new release, an
FGG2NySe NBOALASY(O |faz2 akKz2ga a2y o0SKFEEF 2F¢& |
parties are represented, only the first one is shown from a list sorted by attorney last name.

e Associating Claims in Pleadings

Under the current version, users are required to enter the claim number when filing certain items that
reference a claim, such as an Objection to Claim. Under the new release, users will be presented with a
list of claims that have been filed and you will select the claim to which the pleading should be associ-
ated.

A complete and comprehensive list of the changes noticeable to attorneys under the upgraded version o
CM/ECF is available attp://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/documents/cmecf/relnotes/bankruptcy_3.3.pdf.

2 KEFGdQa ! a{YFtt . dzaBEEmES 5 :

The current version of the Voluntary Petition includes a section for a Chapter 11 delggossession to
RSaA3AYII(GS 6KSGKSNI 2N y2d A0 Aa | aGayvyltf odzaAySaa
nation is a change from what existed prior to BAPCPA when debtors could elect to be treated as a small bus
ness.

¢tKS RSTAYAGARZ2Y 2F aavlff odzaAySaaéeé AyOfdzRSa | |
two million dollars. Other criteria exists and attorneys should review 11 U.S.C. 101(51D) before filing to
make sure their client qualifies. The correct designation is important because many procedural aspects are
associated with the designation including deadlines, the manner in which the Disclosure Statement is filed,
and the role the U.S. Trustee performs in the administration of the case.
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ECF Essentials

New or Modified Filing Events*

Update EOUST Stats New Event Use this event to update to up-
date statistical information in schedules and
means test calculations

Ch 7 Debtor's Statement of Temp Exclusion from Meanslew Event
Test re: 707(b)(2)(D)(HPaperless Event

{GFrGSYSYy(ld 2F 5So00G2NDa wSiNswBE/é&t FNRY | OGA DS 5dzieé

*Due to the new Search feature included in our latest CM/ECF upgrade (August 2008), we will no longer provide the location of
each of the new filing events in this list.

NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVISTS DEBT RELIE

The National Guard and Reservists Debt Relief Act of 2008 provides a temporary exclusion from the banl
ruptcy means test for National Guardsmen and Reservists called to a minimum of 90 days active duty or
homeland defense activity after September 11, 2001. The amendments to Section 707(b)(2)(D) of the Bank:
ruptcy Code apply only with respect to cases commenced under Title 11 of the United States Code in the
three year period beginning on the effective date of the Act.

On November 19, 2008 the Judicial
Conference approved an amendment td
Official Form 22A, Statement of Current

[ Declaration of Reservists and National Guard Members. By checking this box and making the appropniate entries
below, I declare that I am eligible for a temporary exclusion from means testing because, as a member of a reserve
component of the Armed Forces or the National Guard

|V|Onth |y Income and Means TeSt CalCU a1 ‘.\'ia:slcnlled to active duty after September 11, 2001, for a peniod of at least 90 days and
- . I remain on active duty /or
t|0n y and new I nten m RU|e 1097 AS ) [ I'was released r‘xau‘lla‘c}ti'.‘e duty on . which is less than 540 days before
amended, Form 22A includes a new Pa ey e sl
1C in Wh | Ch q Ual |fy| n g de thI‘S cou |d in b. [] I am performing homeland defense activity for a period of at least 90 days /or
. [ 1 performed homeland defense activity for a period of at least 90 days, terminating on
VOke th e eXCIUS|On . , which is less than 540 days before this bankruptey case was filed.

Because the temporary exclusion expires 540 days after the debtor is released from active duty or is no
f 2y3SNI LISNF2N¥AY3I K2YSEFyR RSTFSyasS OGAGBAGASAT 0
case is pending. To ensure proper case processing timelines and appropriate noticing by the clerk, debtors
and/or their attorneys are required to inform the court immediately upon the release of the debtor from ac-
tive duty or homeland defense activities. To facilitate compliance with this requirement, the Northern District
2F CE2NARI KFa ONBIFGSR{HBIUSHESIWHLISRI 58580 RRIDPES it KBS
SPSyli Aa F2dzyR Ay (KS ahdiKSNJ aAdalO 520dzySyidaé¢ OF
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W NEW METHOD OF SUBMITTING v
W PROPOSED ORDERS INTRODU’;\ﬁ?ﬁ?

A new method of submitting proposed orders is now avail- Iigaﬂkmptm- Events
able to registered users of the CM/ECF system. A link located un-
der the Bankruptcy heading allows attorneys to submit orders

through the CM/ECF system without opening a separate email Proposed Order Submission - NEW
application. Submit a Proposed Order

Link for submitting proposed order in ECF

The new link opens an order submission portal which sends
LINELI2ASR 2NRSNB (2 (GKS /f SN] QF

FLNB ECF Central Lite 1.1

Central tool bar created by court staff. You will need to make Order Options

¥ Receive Confirmation Email

sure your popup blockers are turned off for the link to work. Us- |5 ones
ers can check a box to receive confirmation that the proposed =~ |p=te==

2NRSN) 614 NBOSAGSR 08 G(KS /ftSNEQa—hPFAOS® | 2dz I N

have ECF Central installed on your computer to use the new sys- i Rty

tem. Those individuals who are registered users of ECF Central [oreer pocumenes: —
Oy Ftaz2 al @S I NOKADGSR LINE L2 3BR 2NRSNE &%y yh G2 0

for later access. o —
attorneyemail@lawyer.com|
. ‘ . Commen ts: ;I

The system has a few enhancements to assist the filer in mak- =
ing sure the proposed order is submitted correctly. After enter-
. . . [ siomiomer | Reset|
ing the case number, the name of the debtor will automatically E—
become populated in the correct field used for the subject line. B
When entering the document number to which the order relates, || scr coa e erees ei etlee v
GKS G2NRSNJ NBIFNRAYy3IE FASER g pf footrdr¥diol t t & L
document number in ECF. This will allow the user to view a sum e Y i
mary of the document to which the order will be linked once it Order submission portal of ECF Central

has been signed and entered.

o
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|
more rapidly. The information contained in the data fields is formatted and configured behind the scenes to

enable Case Administrators to quickly identify orders for cases they manage and to relate the order to the
correct docket entry.

The order submission portal also provides users with a link to download the full free version of ECF Cen-
tral to take advantage of the order archive and other enhanced features.

- 5hbQ¢ ChwD9¢ DD
oy |
wy o If you are sending a proposed order through a regular email application, the
£ /

email address for all proposed orders has changed. Orders should be sent to:
Orders@flnb.uscourts.gov
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NOMINATIONS SOUG
FOR BANKRUPTCY B
OFFICER POSITION

The Northern District of Florida Bankruptcy Bar Ag
sociation is seeking nominations to fill the position of
Treasurer and Presideiitlect. The vacancy comes as
result of the sad and untimely death of Hoke Smith.

To nominate yourself or someone else, please e
Allen Turnage at: attyallen@embargmail.com. Nom

nations should be submitted no later than March 20,
20009.

FORM B201 REVISED

L'y FYSYRYSyid G2 5ANBO0
B201 Notice to Consumer Debtgrsecame effective

that Rule 4002 requires the debtor to notify the court

2T ye OKlFy3aSa Ay (GKS RS
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web site.
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For additional information, please emajl
December 1, 2008. Form B201 was amended to advise

Tgﬂrve.111€:[lafg?

The Northern District of Florida
Bankruptcy Bar Association
has scheduled its annual
Bankruptcy Practice & Procedure Semi
for

October 9, 2009

at the

Hilton Sangs}in Beach Resort
t MEDRSIR, d2ibtida. C2 NI

Allen Turnage at

i 2 REYAllen@emuamal Cofly §
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COURT USER SURVEY

As part of our ongoing commitment toward providing the highest level of public service possible, the
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Florida conducts an annual survey of approximately
1000 registered users of the CM/ECF system. Participants are selected at random and asked to complete
a brief online questionnaire designed to assess the level of satisfaction with the CM/ECF system as well
as other services and products offered by the Office of the Clerk.

The most recent survey was conducted from February 4 to February 24, 2009. The results are being

Fylreel SR o6& FRYAYA&GNT
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NJ Q&

members of the bar and to improve the quality of the customer service and products for those who

practice in our court.

We sincerely appreciate those of you who took time from your busy day to participate in the survey.
If you were unable to participate for whatever reason, we would still like to hear from you. Your feed-
back is always welcome by contacting Kevin Davis a#485@473 or Kevin_Davis@flnb.uscourts.gov.
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By: Bill Blevins, Clerk of Court

Suggestions to modify the LOCAL RULES are being accepted

March 16¢ April 10, 2009

A local rules revision cycle has been initiated in conjunction with the national rule changes being imple-
mented to include the new time/deadline computation process as well as to make other changes and/or
revisions that are suggested.

The first step in this process is the submittal of additional suggestions and recommended changes to Bill
Miller, the chair of the local rules committee, froharch 16 through April 10 This can be accomplished by
sending him an -enail with your suggestion(s), including any proposed language, to:

billmillerlaw@gmail.com

Items submitted by the deadline will be compiled into a package for Judge Killian to review. Approved items
will be provided to the bar for comment in June with a public review period to follow in August. The planned
effective date of the new rules will be December 1.

In addition to time computation and national rule related changes that will be made, other initial recommen-
RFGA2ya FEtNBFIRe 2y (KS afAadaaé Ay@g2t @S RSOSt 2LIVSy
ration of recently suggested mortgage based claims in Chapter 13 cases.

Associated Links:

T Summary of suggested local rule changes
Link: http://www.flnb.uscourts.gov/documents/court_info/local_rules/proposed_local_rules_summary_of_changes_2009.pdf

T DRAFT FRBP 3001 and 3002.1 and memo of Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules re: Mortgage Pay

ments in Chapter 13 Cases
Link: http://www.flnb.uscourts.gov/documents/court_info/local_rules/local_rule_3001_3002.1.pdf

T Excerpt from Committee on Rules and Practice Reffsummary of Time Computation and Other National
Rule/Form Changes (effective 12/1/09)

Link: http://www.flnb.uscourts.gov/documents/court_info/local_rules/rules_committee_time_comp.pdf

T Florida Middle Local Rule 20@2; Negative Notice Procedure

Link: http://www.flnb.uscourts.gov/documents/court_info/local_rules/flm_Ir_20@2df

T Local Rule Committee Members
Link: http://www.flnb.uscourts.gov/documents/court_info/local_rules/local_rules_committee_2009.pdf
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LL
COURT AWARDED GRA
FORECF CENTRAL ﬁJ)CENTRAL
The U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern Dis-
trict of Florida was selected to receive a grant from
the Edwin L. Nelson Local Initiatives Progifamde-

velopment of ECF Central. The application is one o
four grant recipients approved by the Administrative ~ ECF Central can be installed on any computer

Office of the Courts. with internet access and is designed to allow the
user to access resources while actively utilizing the
ECF Central is a locally developed, swwabed electronic case filing (ECF) application.
GG22t oFNE RSaAaA3dIySR F2N KSN
District of Florida. It is an interactive and compre- To download ECF Central, visit our download

hensive resource for bankruptcy practitioners con- OSy i SNJ f 2 O EoSORr Atz R $IMJO 0 & S
taining numerous modules to assist ECF users incliwww.flnb.uscourts.gov.

ing: case alerts, contacts, order submission portal,

court calendar and a library of manuals and other

documentation. The grant, which was awarded in MOD| F| ED |\/| EANS

January 2009, will enable the court to create addi-

tional modules and enhancements. TEST FORM

The court will be collaborating on the project
with the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern Dis- . -
trict of Alabama as well as the U.S. District Courts mqran requiring Official Form 22A (Chapter 7 Means

the Northern District of Florida and Southern District est for:n)[l)n all |nt()jlwgggISconsumgﬁ(_:hzilpéer ! 29A
of Alabama. The collaborating courts will assist in cases. 1h becember » & new Lticial -orm

the design, development and testing of a product was introduced in which debtors can claim an exclu-

that will be suitable as a national application for cmpAon for all norconsumer debtors by checking a box

ECF users in all federal courts. in Section 1B of the new form.

After implementation of BAPCPA, the court be-

Nou-consumer Debors, Tfyour debts are not primany consumer debs,check the box: below and completethe

The product was first released for testing by local verification in Part VI Do not complete any of the emaining pars o this stfenient

attorneys in October 2008. The current version is
now available fOf aJI @ttorneys to uselandAcan Pe (] Declaration of non-¢onsumer debts, By checking his b, I declne that my debsae not pimarly constuner s,
R2gogyt 2FRSR TNRBY UKS O2dzZNIQOa @S0 aAuUS®

Accordingly, all individual Chapter 7 debtors
| 9[t 59

Lshbld ()2 a{.go ¥Cial Form 22A whether they have
0
Selecting the Correct PDF order to ensure

primarily cortsumer or business debts.
that the correct document is attached to you Those debtors claiming an exclusion to the
docket entry, always view the document befor means test calculation should check the appropriate
attaching. You can accomplish this by rightking  box, complete the verification, and file the docu-
2y UKS R20dzYSyud asSft SOu Swentwithgut cantpletdgitie xeynaining seatiBngiA S g ¢
2N) 6hlLISYy 6A0K | ONRO I 0 ®¢Thenevi Qfficid kotnt is agajtableanuer thiekHomns" & -
are selecting the correct PDF documenttoattach. Ut 6 2F¥ 0KS O2dz2NLQa ¢SO0 aaA
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Mortgage Loss
Mitigation Program

An organization known as Default Mitigation Management, LLC (DMM) has developed a national prograr
to assist attorneys with submitting loss mitigation and modification proposals on behalf of their clients. Ac-
cording to a press release issued by DMM, the organization is a special loss mitigation provider for over 35
loan servicers and provides an electronic portal for exchanging information and communicating with loan
servicers regarding potential loss mitigation options. The program was developed in conjunction with the
Mortgage Issues Liaison Committee of the National Association of Chapter Thirteen Trustees. Additional in-
formation about the program can be obtained at the DMM web site, which is www.dcImwp.com.

Please note that the material contained in this article is provided for informational purposes only
and should not be construed as an endorsement of services offered by DMM or any other entity.

\]
IN THE SPOTLIGHT Q
LUKE ADAMSS YEARS
.S3AAYYAYy3a FSRSNIt &ASNBAOS Ay wnnn Fa GKY ! d

duties entailed maintaining all servers and systems required to support day to day court opera-
tions. During that time, however, he also began application development and produced lggal
programs such as the opinion search tool, the HelpCenter and various other internally usgf web
YR 2AYyR26Qa | LI AOlIGA2Yyad Ly al NOK Hnnpx [ del$S
gan work developing applications such as ECF Central and PublicCalendar. This past January, we vere
awarded a grant to develop ECF Central as a nationally distributed pragluct. K+ @S NBI t £ § Sy
with the courts and appreciate the great interaction | have had with many of ydaok forward to continu
Ay3a GKA& NBEFGAZYAKALI YR 62NJAY3 gAGK 2dzNJ Lidgo f A

__ WADE FELTMANS YEARS

Wade Feltman joined our court in April 2004 as an Automation Support Specialist in the [lalla-
hassee office. Over the years, his duties have expanded from primarily desktop supportfto in-

~ clude server and network support as well as development and website design. Wade is gn Ala-
bama native and a graduate of Auburn University.

Cool Feature Alert!

~

You can create a bookmark for any menu item in CM/ECF. This means you can put yausedd&ms on
@2dzNJ oNRPgaSNRa G22ft0FNJ 2N AY GKS 0221 YIFN] YSydz
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Email your comments to Julie_Gibson@flnb.uscourts.gov a May 2 009
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issues. “L Memorial Day

ARNOW BUILDING TAKING SHAPE IN PENSACO

The future home of the Pensacola Divisional Office of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court is almost compl e. Th
renovations of the Arnow BU|Id|ng on Palafox Street are expected to be complete in a few months wifiich
g2dZd R Fft2¢ 0GKS /fSNJQa hFFAOS (G2 Y20S (2 GKY yS

Arnow Building Bankruptcy Courtroom

NEW FILING CATEGORY
DEBTOR EDUCATION EV

A new category has been added to CM/ECF to
help users easily locate the events for filing credit
counseling certificates and financial management
OSNIAFAOIGSad ¢KS ySg
OFrdAz2yé¢ Aa f20F0GSR dzyR
and includes links to events for completing the filin
requirements.
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